Beiper  Urban  District  Council. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Year  ending  December  31st,  . 


Gentlemen, 

I have  very  great  pleasure  in  presenting  this  my  Twenty-eighth  Annual  Report  for 
your  consideration.  I fear  that  there  is  a great  similarity  between  these  Reports,  but  that  is 
absolutely  unavoidable. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


During  the  year  22(5  deaths  were  registered,  11 4 males  and  112  females.  Of  this  number  49  occurred 
in  the  Union  Workhouse,  21  of  this  number  claiming  a settlement  in  Beiper  Parish,  28  belonging  to  the 
other  Parishes  of  the  Union.  Taking  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  seriatim,  the  number  of  deaths  has  been 
as  follows : — 
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34 

15 

The  Gross  Death  Rate  is  19  9 per 

thousand  of 

the  estimated  population. 

The  mean 

15' (5,  against  14  7 and  1 P4  per  thousand 

respectively  last  year. 

ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE 


12  deaths  were  ascribed  to  the  above  causes  and 
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Diseases : — 


The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  16  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  Population.  Against  15  per  thousand 
last  year,  and  2'1  in  1901. 

It  will  be  thus  observed  that  there  was  no  death  from  Enteric  Fever,  Small  Pox,  Measles,  Diphtheria 
During  the  year  5 deaths  took  place  from  Accidents  or  Violence,  4 occuring  in  the  District,  and  one 
in  the  Union  Workhouse,  which  was  brought  from  a distance  The  various  causes  of  death  were  as  followg-- 

2 Drowning 


2 Hanging 


1 Burn 


The  following  are  the  various  causes  of  death  over  and 

above  those  before 
District. 

mentioned 

Workhouse. 

Cancer 

( 

0 

Phthisis 

13 

1 

Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

n 

1 

7 

„ Organs  of  Circulation 

30 

4 

„ „ „ Respiration 

20 

7 

„ „ „ Urination 

• » • 0 

0 

„ „ „ Digestion 

12 

2 

Convulsions  — Infantile 

24 

1 

Atrophy 

2 

0 

Premature  Birth 

7 

0 

Old  Age 

20 

22 

Childbirth 

3 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

] 

Mastoid  Disease 

1 

0 

Ptomaine  Poisoning 

1 

0 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

2 

0 

Septicaemia 

1 

0 

Natural  Causes 

0 

1 

The  various  ages  at  which  death  took  place  according  to  the  Local  Government  Board  Table, 
are  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 year 

District. 

51 

Workhouse 

2 

1 and  under  5 years 

18 

0 

o ,,  15,, 

.2 

1 

15  „ 25  „ 

8 

2 

25  „ 05  „ 

44 

18 

05  years  and  upwards 

...  54 

26 

The  Infant  Mortality  still  continues  to  be  very  high,  53  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  year  of  life 
This  gives  a Mortality  of  144  per  thousand  of  births  registered. 


Births.  The  number  of  Births  registered  during  the  year  was  308,  180  males  and  182  females. 
Against  a total  of  312,  103  males  and  149  females  in  the  previous  year. 

Taking  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  seriatim  the  number  of  births  has  been  distributed  as  follows  : 


First  Quartet- 

... 

Males. 

47 

Females. 

49 

Second  „ 

48 

43 

Third  „ 

... 

54 

50 

Fourth  „ 

• • • 

37 

40 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  32  4 per  thousand,  and  of  the  estimated  population,  against  a Birth 
Rate  of  27-6  for  the  previous  year.  The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  according  to  the  Report  of 
the  Registrar  General  for  1904,  is  279.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  in  Belpor  is  consequently  considerably 
above  the  average. 


Scarlet  Fever.  12  cases  were  notified,  eight  of  these  were  at  Beecholme  College.  The  infect- 
ion had  in  all  probability  been  imported.  The  four  others  were  Sporadic  Cases  and  none  of  them  were  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  One  proved  fatal. 


Diphtheria.  No  less  than  IS  cases  were  reported,  8 of  which  were  at  the  Green  Hall  School. 
Although  in  every  case,  Lathers  Bacillus  was  found,  they  were  of  an  exceptionally  mild -type,  and  were 
soon  convalescent.  Extensive  structural  alterations  were  carried  out,  the  drains  thoroughly  overhauled  and 
rectified.  The  5 others  were  more  of  a malignant  type,  but  all  eventually  made  a good  recovery.  All  the 
premises  were  inspected  by  me  personally,  and  any  sanitary  irregularity  remedied. 

Enteric  and  Typhoid  Fever.  Three  cases  were  reported,  1 at  Field  Head,  and  2 at 
Hopping  Hill.  Hardly  a year  passes  that  this  Malady  does  not  make  its  appearance  in  this  locality. 
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Small  POX  Only  one  case  of  this  terrible  Malady  was  reported,  and  this  took  place  in  the 
llasual  Wards  of  the  Union  Workhouse,  this  man  had  been  Vaccinated  in  infancy,  and  consequently  the  dis_ 
ordered  was  of  a comparatively  mild  type.  The  risk  of  infection  from  tramps  is  not  nearly  so  great  as 
formerly,  as  the  majority  have  been  Vaccinated  and  Re-vaccinated  in  the  various  Casual  Wards  in  the 
Country,  especially  those  in  the  large  towns.  I may  here  remark,  that  an  Annual  outbreak  of  Variola  is  now 
becoming  a recognised  thing,  caused  no  doubt  by  neglect  of  Vaccination  In  Germany  Small  Pox  is  almost 
a thing  of  the  past,  Epidemics  absolutely  so.  By  the  Agency  of  Vaccination  and  Re-vaccination  the  German 
nation  is  enabled  to  dispense  with  Small  Pox  Hospitals  altogether,  in  this  way  great  expenditure  is  saved, 
not  to  sav  the  suffering  and  inconvenience  which  falls  on  the  English  nation. 


Erysipelas.  7 cases  were  notified,  being  generally  of  a very  mild  character,  and  caused  more 
frequently  by  climatic  conditions  than  by  insanitary  surroundings. 

Puerpural  Fever.  2 cases.  The  real  cause  in  both  instances  was  very  obscure.  In  the  first 
case  which  was  on  Swinney  Lane,  the  neighbours  idea  was  the  stink  from  the  neighbouring  tip  was  respon- 
sible for  the  Malady,  whether  that  is  so  or  not  I am  unable  to  say.  In  the  second  case  nothing  whatsoever 
could  be  discovered  to  account  for  the  disorder,  but  as  a matter  of  precaution  the  midwife  who  was  in 
attendance  at  the  confinement  was  instructed  not  to  attend  any  more  women  for  a period  of  six  weeks,  and 
to  have  her  clothes  thoroughly  disinfected. 


Measles.  There  have  been  a good  many  cases  amongst  the  juvenile  population,  but  no  deaths 
have  been  reported. 

Diarrhoea.  7 deaths  have  been  registered  principally  amongst  infants  and  young  children 
Generally  caused  by  improper  feeding,  want  of  personal  cleanliness,  the  use  of  quack  nostrums,  and  the 
general  lack  of  that  supervision  so  necessary  for  the  life  of  the  very  young.  It  is  surprising  how  absolutely 
helpless  the  young  mother,  and  some  of  them  are  very  young,  appear  to  be  when  the  time  comes  for  them  to 
iake  on  the  duties  of  motherhood  to  their  helpless  offspring.  Thing*  are  bad  enough  when  the  poor  baby  is 
well  but  when  sickness  comes,  the  girl  absolutely  ignorant  of  the  merest  details  of  sick  nursino- 
generally  applies  for  advice  from  neighbours  as  helpless  and  ignorant  as  herself,  the  consequence  is  that  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  mites  of  humanity  is  terribly  jeopardised,  and  not  unfrequently  lost.  Would  it  not 
be  a good  thing  in  our  Board  Schools,  if  classes  were  formed  amongst  the  higher  Standard  girls,  and  en- 
deavours made  to  inculcate  into  them  some  of  the  rudiments  of  personal  hygiene,  home  nursing,  cooking 
for  the  sick,  &c.,  instead  of  some  less  useful  subject.  In  my  opinion  this  is  a matter  for  serious  consideration 

Water  Supply.  This  should  now  be  ample  all  over  the  district,  not  only  for  domestic  use  but 
also  for  street  watering. 
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Drainage.  The  system  of  drainingthe  town  “slowly  drags  its  slow  length  along.”  In  my  opinion 
the  precipitating  tanks  should  have  been  completed  first  before  attempting  to  lay  dr  ins  on  the  outskirts  of 
the  district.  The  very  fact  of  allowing  additional  sewers  to  drain  into  the  brook  course  without  any  treat- 
ment was  clearly  a mistake.  During  the  dry  time  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  the  brook  was  simply 
an  open  sewer,  a veritable  Cloaca  Maxima  of  the  worst  kind,  and  loud  and  deep  were  the  complaints  of  the 
unfortunate  inhabitants  in  its  vicinity. 

Scavenging.  I have  received  no  complaints  about  this  during  the  year.  I should  strongly 
advise  the  Council  to  insist  on  Water  Closets  being  provided  in  new  houses  whenever  practicable.  Apart 
from  the  inestimable  advantage  of  being  far  more  sanitary,  they  would  cause  a considerable  saving  to  the 
Ratepayers,  by  obviating  the  necessity  of  Scavenging.  Sewers  and  Sewage  Works  will  shortly  be  provided. 
Why  not  use  them  for  this  purpose  ? Why  burden  the  Ratepayers  with  costly  Scavenging,  when  an  inex- 
pensive and  far  more  efficient  method  is  at  hand  ? 

Refuse  Destructor.  The  important  question  of  providing  a refuse  destructor  will  soon  have  to  be 
seriously  considered  by  the  Council.  When  the  question  is  gone  into  it  will  be  found  not  to  be  as  cost ly  as 
anticipated.  The  present  tip  at  Field  Head  has  been  condemned  by  mein  several  previous  reports.  Filthy 
pieces  of  paper  are  blown  from  it  all  over  the  neighbourhood,  the  adjacent  hedgerows  are  disfigured  by  them 
the  stench  from  the  burning  garbage  is  sickening,  and  must  be  most  unhealthy.  In  fact  might  well  be 
described  as  “Loathsome  to  the  eve,  hateful  to  the  nose,  harmful  to  the  brain,  dangerous  to  the  lung,  the 
black  stinking  fume  thereof  nearest  resembling  the  horrible^U6#gian  smoake  of  the  pit  that  is  bottomless.’’ 

If  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  First  King  James  of  England  of  the  fumes  of  tobacco  what  would  he  have 
thought  of  a whiff  from  our  tip  when  in  full  blast./ 

Lodging  Houses.  We  have  only  one  legitimate  one  in  the  Town,  the  keeping  of  which  has 
much  improved.  Extra  Wash-house  accommodation  is  however  required.  I am  still  of  the  same  opinion  that 
the  proper  proprietors  and  managers  of  Common  Lodging  Houses  should  be  the  U.D.C. 

Dust  was  most  trying  during  the  hot  dry  summer  months.  The  matter  was  most  ably  gone  into 
by  a Confrere  of  mine  in  a letter  to  the  Council.  I can  thoroughly  indorse  everything  he  then  said.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  dust  is  the  worst  disease  and  death  distributor  we  have  to  contend  against.  I would 
therefore  advise  the  Council  to  be  ready  for  it  during  the  forthcoming  summer. 

Slaughter  Houses.  14  have  been  visited  by  your  Inspector  and  myself  during  the  year, 
with  more  or  less  satisfactroy  results,  which  might  be  catalogued  as  follows  — 

Clean  — 4 

Unsuitable  ••  ...  7 

Shut  up  ...  3 

I have  always  been  an  advocate  of  public  Slaughter-houses  or  Abattoirs.  Not  only  would  their  pro- 
vision remove  a grave  insanitary  danger  from  our  midst,  but  under  proper  supervision  would  be  a guarantee 
that  our  meat  was  clean  and  wholesome. 


Markets.  I have  made  periodical  visits  and  without  exception  found  the  food  exhibited  for 
sale  good. 

Bakehouses  lb  have  been  inspected,  the  majority  were  satisfactory.  Structural  alterations 
were  ordered  in  one,  and  one  was  declared  to  be  illegal  being  underground. 

Workshops.  9 have  been  inspected,  generally  satisfactory.  General  instructions  were  given 
as  to  cleanliness,  whitewashing,  &c. 


There  has  been  one  prosecution  during  the  year,  William  Hayward  and  a woman  he  lived  with  were 
charged  before  the  Magistrates  in  June,  with  illtreating  their  four  children  aged  respectively  11,  9,  3 years, 
and  14  months,  The  rooms  in  which  they  lived  were  filthy  in  the  extreme,  and  utterly  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  They  were  convicted. 

Returns  have  been  made  weekly  to  the  County  Council  Authorities  of  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

I append  the  usual  Voluminous  Tables, 

And  beg  to  remain  Gentlemen, 

Yours  most  obediently, 

RICHARD  G.  ALLEN, 


Belper,  March  17th,  1905. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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